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Understand the state of Medicaid

Today’s Objectives

Understand what’s at stake in 2025

Understand the importance of personal stories

Create an outline of a personal story

Get an understanding of the legislative process



Medicaid Expansion was passed into law during the 2015
session, and took effect starting January 1, 2016.  Expansion

ensured that a wider population qualified for the program, and
nearly 50,000 Montanans enrolled in the first three months of

its introduction.  

Medicaid Expansion
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Medicaid Expansion will have a ten year history in thes state as we
head into the 2025 session.  It has been considered and passed

through bi-partisan effort and an incredible advocacy community.

Medicaid Expansion has a history of success throughout Montana
ranging from increased personal health to increased services in rural

areas. 

Why what happens in 2025?

Montana Medicaid
Policy



2015: adoption 2019: renewal

2025: sunset

Medicaid Expansion
Sunset

HELP Act, sponsored by Senator Ed Buttery
Allowed premiums to be charged
Sunset in 2019

Renewed in 2019
CMS ended the ability to charge premiums
Sunset in 2025

The legislature must pass a bill lifting the sunset 
Expansion could end on June 30, 2025
Medicaid will recert back to 2015 qualifications



Storytelling



Story
Fundamentals



Your name Outcomes

Personal experience

Details The ask

So you want to tell
your story...

Bill’s impact 



How do stories sound?

2015: Max

2019: Sarah

https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20170221/-1/15953?startposition=20150320144039&mediaEndTime=20150320144542&viewMode=3&globalStreamId=4
https://sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00309/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20170221/-1/34168?startposition=20190405083443&mediaEndTime=20190405083646&viewMode=3&globalStreamId=4


PRACTICE!
it’s time to



What do I do next?
Keep practicing, it helps!
Ask your friends and family for their stories 
Learn about the decision makers in your community
Decide what issues are most important to you

Share your story!



questions

INTERMISSION



Session
101



90 days, every two years

Legislators work during the off years

Bills must pass through both chambers
The session is streamed and available on TV
Testimony can be in person, virtual, or written

Basics



Legislative Calendar



Interim Session
Members appointed by majority leadership
Meet in legislative off years
Decide priorities and explore topics
Can propose legislation for next session
Hear public testimony





Live streaming

leg.mt.gov



How to testify



Thank
You!

Montana Women Vote 
Tirza Asbell

tirza@montanawomenvote.org


