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OAK TREE PROJECT
Montana Women Vote 

February 2024

WHAT IS  THE OAK 

TREE PROJECT?
in 2021 ,  the state ended their  legis lat ive session with a l i t t le  over one bi l l ion 

dol lars in American Rescue Plan funds.   Addit ional ly,  the state ended the f isca l  

year with a generous general fund balance.   Typical ly , the general fund balance 

is around 300 mi l l ion dol lars,  and in 2022, the balance was nearly 2 bi l l ion 

dol lars .  Montana Women Vote,  in partnership with Montana Budget and Pol icy 

Center saw an opportuni ty to invest this histor ic amount of money back into 

Montana communit ies,  and thus the Oak Tree Project  was born.  
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PARTNER ENGAGEMENT

Leadership 
Development

Education
Advocacy

MONTANA CHILD TAX 
CREDIT B ILLS

HB 268

This b i l l  would have created a credit  for chi ldren 5 or 

younger,  required proof of earned income, and a val id 

social  secur i ty number for  each chi ld c la imed. 

Representative Josh Kassmier

HB 249

This b i l l  would have created a ful ly refundable tax which 

would have provided a credit  for  famil ies with chi ldren 

older than 5.  In addit ion,  the credit  could be c la imed even 

i f  the c la imant had no taxable income. 

Representative Ed Stafman
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2024
Prepare for the upcoming legis lat ive sess ion 

by col lect ing stor ies  about the impact of  

programs l ike Medicaid ,  Best Beginnings,  and 

the Earned Income Tax Credit .  2025
Invest in the programs that help working

Montanans and their fami l ies most . In add it ion

to fort i fy ing soc ial safety net programs,

creat ing tax fairness through a circui t breaker

for pr operty taxes, and l imit the number of one

t ime tax refunds that do l i t t le most Montana

fami l ies .

OPPORTUNITIES IN 2025

Expand Best  Beginnings 

Make HB 648's changes permanent and 

cont inue to expand el ig ib i l i ty so that  more 

working fami l ies have access to affordable 

chi ldcare.  

Li ft  the Medicaid Sunset 

Make Medicaid Expansion permanent , and 

protect  the substant ia l  impact the program has 

had for both communit ies and indiv iduals .  

Invest  in Montana Fami l ies 

Dedicate surplus funds to tax credits l ike 

a chi ld tax credit ,  the Earned Income Tax 

Credit ,  or a property tax c ircui t  breaker.  
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WAYS TO ENGAGE 

Story Col lect ion Meet your  legislators

Host  one of  the area 

leg is lators to highl ight  

how wel l  a program is 

going, or where there is 

room for improvement .  

Vote

Or, encourage your 

fr iend to run!  We al l  

have one.  Make sure 

that  your values are 

represented by vot ing 

in November .  

Ident i fy fami l ies,  providers,  

or individuals who have 

been d irect ly affected by a 

pol icy .  Help them submit 

their  story to a committee 

or test i fy !

TELL YOUR STORY
When we speak we are afraid our words will not be heard or welcomed. But when 

we are silent, we are still afraid. So it is better to speak.” – Audre Lorde
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KEEP IN TOUCH

t i rza@montanawomenvote .org

406-697-1341

725 W Alder St ,  Unit  21 ,  Missoula MT 59808 
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